6th September 2016
Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to welcome you back to what promises to be another exciting school year at Montem Academy!
Last year, was a very productive year at Montem. The School Council arranged three family trips, which were
well received and we were delighted to “bring home” the first ever Park Federation Young Musician of the
Year trophy.
As a school, our SATs results in Key stage 1 and in Key Stage 2 continue to be in line with the national average.
However, as a school we recognise the need to improve our reading results. Being a confident reader at a
young age is key to future success. Therefore, the school will be introducing a range of strategies to support
reading and reading across the curriculum, in order to promote a love of reading.
We are incredibly excited about the forthcoming year, as we believe that it promises to be filled with even
more golden opportunities for all of our children as we strive to find ways that we can be even better than we
have before! As we begin this new year, we aim to provide learning experiences that are engaging, meaningful
and memorable, whilst ensuring that all children reach their full potential. We will therefore be:




providing a wider range of extra-curricular activities.
providing pupils with more opportunities to work within the wider community.
Securing (within the next few weeks) our own mini bus so that we can provide our pupils with a wider
range of learning experiences.

Last year, there were a number of exciting and significant changes at Montem. I am delighted to inform you
that further changes continued during the Summer Holiday with extensive improvements being carried out to
school building and grounds. It is the aim of Montem Academy to provide our children with an excellent
learning environment which will have a positive impact on their learning, physical development and wellbeing. These improvements included:




New vinyl flooring in the KS2 Main Hall: £8,500
New Roof on KS1 Building: £190,000
Mediterranean Garden reading, learning and al fresco eating area: £11,000

I would personally like to say a very big thank you to our Site Team who worked throughout the summer to
ensure that the school was ready and looking at its best for the pupils on their first day back. These
improvements and the investments made in these projects, demonstrates the Park Federation’s commitment
to providing the children and families of Montem Academy with a first class learning environment.
In additional to these improvements, we have also purchased resources to support the teaching and learning
in the classroom. These include:
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“Singapore Maths” resources for Year 4 : £5,000
“Read, Write Inc” spelling resources: £4,000
Headstart Comprehension resources: £1,000
Guided reading books: £5,000
“Birthday” books: £1,500

During this academic year, we will continue to build upon and refine our foundation of good work
and look forward to a very positive and productive year together! We extend a special, yearlong
invitation to our parents to join us at school activities and events whenever you can. Because we
value your involvement and support, we will be continuing the ‘Welcome Wednesday’ initiative.
Welcome Wednesday’s will continue to provide you with the opportunity to come in to school to
watch a lesson being taught to your child. In addition to this, the school will be providing parent
workshops to demonstrate to you how you can help support your child at home.
Please also know that we highly value home/school communication here at Montem Academy. It is
vital and plays an integral role in each student’s success. Please do not hesitate to contact us
if/when the need arises. We will do likewise. We want and encourage our parents to be actively
involved and to be well informed in their child’s education. At the end of last year we were
delighted to introduce to you our new mobile phone App, details for which will be sent out to you
again this week
May I take this opportunity to introduce you to the following new members of staff; we are
extremely pleased to welcome them to our Montem Family:
Elizabeth Oxley – Teacher of 1 Clementine Class
Katharine Leech – Teacher of 5 Birch Class
Helen Gourley – Teacher of Reception Ash Class
Laurel Speirs – Teacher of 3 Magnolia Class
Shane McHugh – Teacher of 4 Sycamore Class
James Rooney – Teacher or 3 Elder Class
Afshan Naseer - Nursery Nurse
Jake Haynes - PE Coach
Richard Beckett – Lead PE Coach
May I also remind you that I have now taken on the role of Executive Principal at Montem and
Godolphin Junior Academies. As a result Mr Darren Stewart is now the Associate Principal at
Montem, responsible for the day to day running of the school in my absence. Please rest assured
that I will remain fully committed to ensuring that Montem remains an Outstanding school for your
child.
Here’s to a FABULOUS new school year . . . and to making each day better than the one before!!
Yours sincerely

Ms. A. Probert
Executive Principal
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