
Newsletter 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 
Welcome back to the new school year at 

Montem Academy.  The children look very smart, 
healthy and well rested on their return. Iõm sure 
they are ready to work really hard this year and 

do their best in all things.  

 

I look forward to working closely with all children 
and families over the course of this year. If you do 

have any queries or concerns please call in to the 
office to arrange an appointment.  

 

We would like to extend an especially warm 
welcome to our new families starting with us this 

year in Nursery and Reception class.  I am sure 
that our youngest pupils will have an amazing year 

in our purpose built Early Years building. 

 
I would also like to welcome some new faces to 

our teaching team: 

¶ Miss Coelho  (Nursery) 
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MEET OUR LEADERSHIP TEAM - weõre looking forward to, what promises to be, another fantastic year 

at Montem. 

 

Ms A. Probert -  

Principal  

Mr D. Stewart -  

Deputy Principal  

Ms J. Hassan - Vice Principal/

SENCO  
Ms J. Devine  

Vice Principal KS1  

Mrs A. Mangat  

Vice Principal Years 3 & 4  

Ms C. Nel  

Vice Principal Early Years  

¶ Miss MacVean (Reception) 

¶ Mr Green (Year 1) 

¶ Miss Ebury (Year 1) 

¶ Miss Ahmed (Year 3) 

¶ Miss Gannon (Year 3) 

¶ Miss Balestra (Year 4) 

¶ Mr Mchugh (Year 5) 

¶ Miss Reilly (Year 5) 

¶ Mr Lepage (Year 6) who has returned to 

Montem after a year abroad 

 
You will have the opportunity to meet your 

childõs new teacher on Tuesday 27th September 
during our òMeet the Teacher Evening.ó  This will 

give you the chance to find out more about what 
will be taught in class and how you can support 

your child further at home. 

 

Ms A. Probert 
Principal 

 

Ms D. Gill  

Director of Teaching  
& Learning  
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The Montem Vision  

The Montem Vision outlines the culture, vision and values that we expect every member of our academy community to aspire to 

and uphold at all times - children, staff and families.  Everything we do will be in the spirit of The Montem Vision - learning, attitudes 
and behaviour.  By following the high expectations defined by The Montem Vision, everyone will have the best possible opportunity to 

achieve their best and develop their talents and skills. 

Expectations  

At Montem Academy, we set very high standards for all members of our school (staff, governors, pupils and parents,  As a result of our 

high standards we have created  FOUR GOLDEN EXPECTATIONS which are 

1. No EXCUSESð Everyone must try their very best.  If we fail first time, then we try 

again; we never give up and we never say never. 

2. EVERY SECOND COUNTS ð everyone must make the most of every learning 

opportunity.  

3. EVERYONE IS ACCOUNTABLE ð The success of every pupil is the responsibility 

of every member of the school community. 

4. EVERYONE TO EXCEL ð We encourage pupils and staff to be the very best that 

they can be.   

“SLOUGH IN BLOOM COMPETITON” 

 
Slough Council have been running the òSlough in Bloomó competition for more than 20 years and it has been encourag-

ing keen gardeners to take part in making Slough a more attractive place to live and work in with displays of flowers and 
colourful pot plants. 

 

We hope youõll agree that our school grounds are always full of colour thanks to the hard work of our Site team; as it 
turns out the judges of òSlough in Bloomó thought so too, awarding Montem Academy the Gold Award in the cate-

gory of “Community Group Project” 

 
And it didnõt stop there!  We entered our fabulous òRecycled Material Green-

houseó into the òStudent Projectó category which was built using all of the plastic 
soft-drink bottles that our children brought into school last year.  The judges were 

really impressed with what the children had achieved and gave us the Gold Award - 
in fact they were so impressed they plan to share our idea with other schools in 

Slough. 

 

A massive well done to all who helped us to win these fantastic awards, especially 
the Site Team, Mrs Malcolm and the Montem Gardening Club 

 

COMPUTING FOR THE FUTURE  

 
Computing capability is an essential skill for life and enables learners to participate more readily in a rapidly 

changing world. Using the internet and email, for example, gives them rapid access to ideas and experiences 
from a wide range of people, communities and cultures. 

 

Learning about control systems and robots increases children's awareness of many of the operating systems 
we use to manage our everyday lives. You could say that it develops essential life skills they will need in adult 

life, such as operating a washing machine and other devices. This is why this year, Montem Academy is provid-
ing new and exciting Computing Lessons delivered by specialist teachers.   The aim is to develop our pupils' technical skills so that they be-

come  creators, inventors and coders of the future.  Pupils will be provided with the opportunity 

to engage with and explore cutting edge technology ð from virtual reality to robotic engineering . 
 

Over the course of the academic year, pupils will also have the opportunity to access every instru-
ment imaginable at the touch of a buttonéliterally and through Java, CSS and HTML create web-

sites. 

 

The school will also be offering after school clubs which will allow eager engi-
neers to accelerate their knowledge and become young inventors. 

OUR GOLD AWARD CERTIFICATES  
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KINGS & QUEENS CROSS CURRICULUM PROJECT WORK  

Year 2 - have been exploring the fascinating Victorian era. Our study focus has ranged from the unparal-

leled glory of the Empire showcased at the Great Exhibition to the smoky factories of the Industrial Revolu-

tion. 

Our literary focus has been upon the diaries of Queen Victoria, writing our own diary excerpts about the 

day she described as the most ômagnificentõ, where she visited the Exhibition at Crystal Palace sampling the 

finest artefacts and ornaments the Empire had to offer.  

We have also explored the works of William Morris, one of the finest British artists. Morris was not only a 

painter but a printer, interior designer and calligrapher. The children have experimented with printing, 

sketching and textile design for puppets.  

Year 1 - have been learning about the life and role of our present monarch Queen Elizabeth II. The children have 

looked at different portraits of the queen and the royal family. We have learned about her early life, her corona-

tion, her role here and her commonwealth family of countries. 

In art we thought about the special objects the queen is given during her coronation - the orb, sceptre and in 

particular her crown. We developed a range of skill: designing, cutting and printing as we thoroughly enjoyed 

creating a range of crowns using paper craft and salt dough. We also made printing blocks using polystyrene and 

printed crowns and royal seals using metallic paint. Each class made a hoop by choosing and matching fabric of 

different textures. 

Year 3 - have been studying William the Conqueror, who became King after defeating King Harold at 

the Battle of Hastings in 1066.  The children have had the opportunity to engage in many different 
cross curricular activities focussing on William the Conqueror who was from Normandy and sailed 

across the sea with his men and horses to fight for his claim that he was the rightful King of England. 
They particularly enjoyed studying the Bayeux Tapestry which depicts the battle in a pictorial form.  

The children then created their own tapestries using a range of different art techniques and materials 
to re-create the battle.  These included sketching; using water coloured paints and sewing.  The topic 

has also given the children the opportunity to engage in historical discussions and debates. 

Year 4 -  have been learning about Queen Elizabeth I for their Kings and Queensõs project for 

the first two weeks. They have been undertaking a range of different curricular activities based 

around the royal Queen. The children have been concentrating on writing a chronological re-

port, using their researching skills to find interesting facts. We have had fun learning fascinating 

things that occurred in the Queenõs life by looking at the events that  happened during her 

reign. In Art, Year 4 have created beautiful portraits of Queen Elizabeth I using their sketching 

skills and they enjoyed making her sovereign orb by using plaster and decorating them with 

fancy jewels.  

Year 5 -  have started the year off with the pomp and circumstance of the Tudor Era. The chil-

dren have researched facts about Henry VIII, marvelled at his temperament, been astounded by his 

bravery, and been surprised at why he had 6 wives. Portraits by Hans Holbien of the Royal Family 

at the time have inspired improving our sketching and mixed media skills while recreating our own 

portraits. We have also considered the meaning behind symbols used in Heraldry- or family crests, 

which have helped us to design and make our own for our own family shield, so that we can recre-

ate our own Windsor Great Hall in our corridor. Moreover, we have explored patterns in stained-

glass windows in order to design and make our own using transparent paper as a fore-runner to 

using Perspex and coloured ink. Finally, we have learned how to write non-chronological, factual reports using all this information.  

 Year 6 - have dived into one of the most fascinating and controversial periods of Eng-

lish history - the reign of King Richard III.  The children (and staff!) have been investi-
gating whether or not he really was the notorious villain that history has painted  him 
as, and if he was responsible for the death of his two nephews in the Tower of Lon-

don (opinion in the year group is split between him and Henry VII).  To gain a greater 
understanding of the time, the children became genealogists and traced Richardõs fami-
ly tree to comprehend why the War of the Roses ravaged the county in the 15th Cen-

tury; they also created their own medieval knights complete with suits of armour, 
swords and shields and they even designed their own coat of arms using needle and thread. 



Chalvey Grove 
Slough 

SL1 2TE 

Phone:  01753 528050 
Fax: 01753 733036  

E-mail: maoffice 
@theparkfederation.org 

MONTEM  

ACADEMY  

News and Notices 

to question is to grow 

Weõre on the web 

www.montem.academy 

Thank you for your 

continued support. 

 

Ann Probert 

Principal Montem 

Academy  
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Attendance  

We were very disappointed with the number of families who assumed Monday 5th September was 
an Inset Day, despite the fact that we had sent home letters with the return to school date (and this 

was clearly displayed on our website).  Please check your childõs bags regularly for any correspond-
ence that the school might have sent out and remember that our website 

www.montem.academy lists all applicable òdiaryó information.  We will ALWAYS tell you if 
there is an Inset Day!  

Please note that if you arrange an appointment for your child during the school day 
(doctor, dentist, optician etc.) you will be required to provide proof of the appointment 

(letter or appointment card).  If this is not provided your child will be marked on the 
register as an “unauthorised absence.” 

Dates for Your Diary:  

¶ School Photo Day:  Friday 23rd September 

¶ Friday 14th October: Harvest Festival 

¶ Tuesday 18th October: Year 1, 3 & 4 Parent Meetings 

¶ Wednesday 19th October: Year 2, 5 & 6 Parent Meetings 

¶ Friday 21st October: Inset Day  

¶ Monday 24th to Friday 28th October: HALF TERM 

¶ Monday 31st October: Children return to school 

We are able to offer a Breakfast Club for our children, ensuring they 

have a nutritious and healthy start to the day.   

It runs from 8.00 – 8.45 a.m. in the canteen and costs £1 per 

child, which includes 3 choices from the following list:  
 

- Cereal & milk (no sugar will be allowed) 

- A slice of toast with flora  

- Piece of fresh fruit (apple, banana, satsuma) 

- Organic fruit yogurt 

 
But itõs not only about breakfast; children are also given the opportunity to play games, make new 

friends and enhance their reading skills. 

For more information please contact the office . 

START OF SCHOOL DAY AND SCHOOL UNIFORM  
Please remember that all KS1 and KS2 children should be in their respective playgrounds by 08:45 

at the latest  in order for them to line up and go into class promptly  at 08:50.  This new òstart 
of school dayó strategy is working really well since it means the children are settled in class and 

ready to start learning at 09:00 òon the dot.ó  

 
School Uniform - I hope youõll agree that the children are looking fantastic in their new school uni-

form.  As you know weõve been let down by our suppliers and, as a result, not all of the new uni-

form has been available to purchase from the office.  To update you on this: 

¶ We now have most sizes of Montem logo Jumpers (£9) and Cardigans (£10.50) available 

in the office along with school ties (£2.50) 

¶ We are expecting delivery of Book Bags (£5) and PE Bags (£4) next week 

¶ PE t-shirts will NOT  be available from our supplier until October (apologies for this).  We 

will let you know the moment that we receive them  


